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and by use of the meticulously prepared target map, none but
hostile targets were attacked, although certain of these, were in
close proximity to targets which were immune. A raid was carried
out by night with great moral and destructive effect, the village
attacked being located and set alight with incendiary bombs.

The effect of these operations was instantaneous. By the after-
noon of the ist December the majority of the sheikhs had sur-
rendered, whilst many of the neighbouring sheikhs, as yet un-
touched by offensive action, had hurried to Administrative
Headquarters to submit.

The next morning, a force of Iraq Police was able to com-
mence a tour throughout the district with close co-operation by
Snipes and accompanied by a Royal Air Force liaison officer.
Message picking-up and dropping was successfully carried out and
the Police derived the greatest confidence from this co-operation.

With the exception of the Snipes, all aircraft returned home
on December 3rd. The Police Force returned to Samawah on
December 4th, having completed the destruction of all fortified
buildings; they had encountered considerable physical difficulties
but no opposition. The railway continued running practically to
normal schedule during day-time, and returned to complete
normality after a week.

By the loth December the effect of the operation had been so
great that it was possible to summon all the sheikhs of the Beni
Huchaim (some 70) to Samawah, where, at a Durbar, they
agreed to all the conditions imposed upon them. These included
the destruction of all fortified buildings, which had been to a great
extent responsible for the continued inter-tribal fighting and con-
sequent defiance of the Government. Many of these sheikhs were
unknown to the Government officials, having given no obedience
to the Government since 1920.

This result, attained by the use of air action alone, was the
most striking testimony to the power of Air Control as yet achieved
in Iraq. After operations for the short period of thirty-six hours,
practically all the leaders, who had for three years absented them-
selves from the Government, surrendered and agreed to the
severe terms imposed upon them.

During these operations, a D.H.gA was hit in the radiator by
a stray Arab bullet, and was forced to land near one of the targets.
It was quickly surrounded, at a safe distance, by hostile Arabs
but these were kept at bay by the Observer, Taffy Jones, using
his Lewis gun to good effect. The pilot, Vincent^ a big strong chap,
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